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Part 2 Topline Results & Questionnaire

October 1 – 4, 2009
N = 1,203 Likely Voters
Response Rate = 26.4%
	

“For this brief interview, if you are completely unsure about your answer or have no feelings for an answer, you can say ‘I 
Don’t Know’.” [ENTER AS “DK”]

What ONE WORD best describes your impression of Virginia?  Just the one word that best describes Virginia.  1.	 [OPEN-END.  
IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”.  ACCEPT UP TO TWO RESPONSES, BUT DO NOT 
PROBE FOR SECOND RESPONSE]  

Displaying impression counts ≥ 10 responses. 

Don't Know/Refused 154
Beautiful 99
Good 91
Great 89
Home 63
Conservative 49
Wonderful 33
Love Or Lovely 26
Nice 24
Progressive 17
Ok 15
Diverse 13
Commonwealth 11
Green 10

I am going to name several issues facing the State of Virginia, and I would like you to select the one that is most important to you…  2.	
[RANDOMIZE RESPONSES TO AVOID BIAS]

Jobs and Economic Growth 38%

K-12 Education 23%

Taxes 15%

Transportation 10%

Crime 8%

Undecided/Other 4%

Housing 4%

How would you rate Virginia’s public school system?3.	  

Excellent 14%

Good 48%

Fair 25%

Poor 6%

Undecided 7%
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What 4.	 ONE WORD best describes your impression of Virginia’s public school system?  Just the one word that best describes 
Virginia’s education system.    [OPEN-END.  IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”.  ACCEPT 
UP TO TWO RESPONSES, BUT DO NOT PROBE FOR SECOND RESPONSE]  

Displaying impression counts ≥ 10 responses. 

Good 293
Don’t Know/Refused 130
Fair 96
Excellent 62
Poor 40
Improving 34
Ok 32
Adequate 26
Needs Improvement 16
Lacking 15
Great 14
Mediocre 13
Very Good 12
Average 10

Do you believe that public school funding in Virginia is at a level that is: 5.	

Too High 7%

About Right 32%

Too Low 51%

Don’t Know 10%

Approximately how much do you think is currently spent on each student in Virginia’s public schools?  Your estimate will 6.	
represent the combined expenditures of local, state, and federal governments.

Less than $3,000 19%

$3,001 – $6,000 28%

$6,001 – $9,000 18%

$9,001 – $12,000 8%

Over $12,000 6%

Don’t Know 21%

Do you believe that the typical salary for Virginia public school teachers is:7.	  

Too High 4%

About Right 26%

Too Low 62%

Don’t Know 8%

Approximately how much do you think is the typical salary for Virginia’s public school teachers?8.	

Less than $30,000 13%

$30,000 – $40,000 44%

$40,001 – $50,000 25%

$50,001 – $60,000 7%

Over $60,000 3%

Don’t Know 8%
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How much would you favor or oppose financially rewarding teachers whose students make more academic progress-in terms of 9.	
measurable outcomes-when compared to similar students taught by other teachers? 

Strongly Favor 32%

Somewhat Favor 30%

Somewhat Oppose 14%

Strongly Oppose 14%

Don’t Know 11%

What do you see as the biggest challenge confronting Virginia’s public school system? 10.	
[RANDOMIZE RESPONSES TO AVOID BIAS]

Poor Student Discipline & Self-control 21%

Lack of Funding 17%

Too Much Bureaucracy 15%

Lack of Accountability 12%

Poor Engagement with Parents 12%

Overcrowded Classrooms, Schools 12%

Undecided/Other 11%

If it were your decision and you could select any type of school, what type of school would you select in order to obtain the best 11.	
education for your child?  [RANDOMIZE RESPONSES TO AVOID BIAS]

Regular Public School 42%

Private School 35%

Charter School 10%

Homeschooling 9%

Don’t Know 3%

Virtual School 1%

 12.	 [If “Private School” from Question 11]  Please specify the type of Private School.

Religious 54%

Non-religious 38%

Don’t Know 7%

What is the most important reason you would select 13.	 [ANSWER FROM QUESTION 11] for your child?  [RANDOMIZE 
RESPONSES TO AVOID BIAS]

Academic Quality & Curriculum 58%

Location, Convenience 10%

Extracurricular Activities 8%

Religious or Philosophical Mission 7%

Safety 6%

Other 6%

Don’t Know 4%
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“For the remainder of this interview, if you are completely unsure about your answer or have no feelings for an 
answer, feel free to say ‘I Don’t Know’.”  [ENTER AS “DK”]

How familiar are you with “charter schools” in K-12 education?14.	  [IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”]

Very Familiar 11%

Somewhat Familiar 32%

Not That Familiar 39%

I Have Never Heard of “Charter Schools” 13%

Don’t Know 5%

Charter schools are public schools that have more control over their own budget, staff, and curriculum, and are exempt from 15.	
many existing public school regulations.  In general, do you favor or oppose this idea?  [IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL 
DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”]

Strongly Favor 25%

Somewhat Favor 34%

Somewhat Oppose 15%

Strongly Oppose 11%

Don’t Know 16%

How familiar are you with “virtual schools” in K-12 education?  These schools are sometimes called “cyber schools” and “online 16.	
schools”.  [IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”]

Very Familiar 8%

Somewhat Familiar 22%

Not That Familiar 38%

I Have Never Heard of “Virtual, Cyber, or Online Schools” 29%

Don’t Know 3%

Virtual schools can be public or private schools that allow elementary, middle, and high school students to work with their 17.	
curriculum and teachers over the Internet, rather than a traditional classroom. In general, do you favor or oppose this kind of 
idea?   [IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”] 

Strongly Favor 9%

Somewhat Favor 19%

Somewhat Oppose 20%

Strongly Oppose 44%

Don’t Know 8%

In some states, parents receive a tax credit or tax deduction from state income taxes for approved educational expenses. This 18.	
may include private school tuition as well as books, supplies, computers, tutors and transportation. In general, do you favor or 
oppose this plan to be a part of the Virginia tax code?   [IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”]

Strongly Favor 30%

Somewhat Favor 29%

Somewhat Oppose 13%

Strongly Oppose 19%

Don’t Know 10%
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Some states give tax credits to individuals and businesses if they contribute money to nonprofit organizations that distribute 19.	
private school scholarships.  This policy supports a “tax-credit scholarship system”.  If a proposal were made in Virginia to create 
such a system, would you favor or oppose such plan?  [IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”]

Strongly Favor 30%

Somewhat Favor 35%

Somewhat Oppose 11%

Strongly Oppose 12%

Don’t Know 13%

Some people believe that tax-credit scholarships should be available to all families, regardless of incomes and special needs.  Do you agree 20.	
or disagree with that statement?   [IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”]

Strongly Agree 43%

Somewhat Agree 24%

Somewhat Disagree 12%

Strongly Disagree 15%

Don’t Know 6%

Some people believe that tax-credit scholarships should be available to students based on financial need.  Do you agree or 21.	
disagree with that statement?  [IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”]

Strongly Agree 43%

Somewhat Agree 31%

Somewhat Disagree 10%

Strongly Disagree 11%

Don’t Know 5%

“In this section, I would like to know if you think the following statements are ‘likely’ or ‘unlikely’ to happen if a tax-credit 
scholarship system is implemented in Virginia.  If you are unsure, feel free to say ‘I Don’t Know.’ ”  [IF DEPENDS, PROBE 
ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”; QUESTIONS 22 – 28 ROTATED TO AVOID BIAS]

Parents will have more options.22.	

Likely 72%

Unlikely 18%

Don’t Know 11%

Parents will need better information for decisions.23.	

Likely 79%

Unlikely 13%

Don’t Know 9%

Public schools and private schools will compete for students.24.	

Likely 61%

Unlikely 29%

Don’t Know 10%
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Private schools will not be accountable.25.	

Likely 24%

Unlikely 59%

Don’t Know 17%

Parents will have more power.26.	

Likely 50%

Unlikely 33%

Don’t Know 17%

Public schools will close.27.	

Likely 12%

Unlikely 79%

Don’t Know 9%

Public schools and private schools will have incentives to improve.28.	

Likely 72%

Unlikely 18%

Don’t Know 11%

How familiar are you with “school vouchers” in K-12 education?29.	   [IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”]

Very Familiar 12%

Somewhat Familiar 36%

Not That Familiar 34%

I Have Never Heard of “School Vouchers” 15%

Don’t Know 3%

School vouchers allow parents the option of sending their children to the school of their choice, whether that school is public or 30.	
private, including both religious and non-religious schools. If this policy were adopted, tax dollars currently allocated to a school 
district would be allocated to parents in the form of a “school voucher” to help pay tuition for the school where they choose to send 
their child.  In general, do you favor or oppose this idea?   [IF DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”]

Strongly Favor 30%

Somewhat Favor 27%

Somewhat Oppose 12%

Strongly Oppose 23%

Don’t Know 8%

The Virginia General Assembly recently debated a bill that would allow parents of a child with disabilities to use a voucher 31.	
to send their child to a private school or public school of their choice.  In general, do you favor or oppose this proposal?  [IF 
DEPENDS, PROBE ONCE.  IF STILL DEPENDS, ENTER AS “DK”]

Strongly Favor 48%

Somewhat Favor 31%

Somewhat Oppose 7%

Strongly Oppose 7%

Don’t Know 7%



Virginia’s Opinion on K-12 Education and School Choice

32 November 2009

Demographics
“Now we have a few questions to make sure that we have an accurate sampling of respondents…”

Are you currently the parent or guardian of any school-age children in grades Kindergarten through 12?32.	

Yes 31%

No 69%

Don’t Know/Refused -

[IF QUESTION 32 ANSWER IS “YES”, GO TO QUESTION 33, OTHERWISE GO TO QUESTION 38]

Do you have a child (or children) attending a Charter School?33.	

Yes 6%

No 94%

Don’t Know/Refused -

Do you have a child (or children) attending a Homeschool?34.	

Yes 6%

No 94%

Don’t Know/Refused -

Do you have a child (or children) attending a Private School?35.	

Yes 14%

No 86%

Don’t Know/Refused -

Do you have a child (or children) attending a Regular Public School?36.	

Yes 83%

No 17%

Don’t Know/Refused -

Do you have a child (or children) attending a Virtual School? (sometimes called an “Online School”  or “Cyber School”)37.	
	

Yes 2%

No 98%

Don’t Know/Refused -

Do your political views most closely reflect those of a: 38.	

Democrat 37%

Libertarian 4%

Republican 26%

Other Party Affiliation 1%

Independent/No Party Affiliation 26%

Don’t Know/Refused 6%
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What is your zip code? 39.	 [code location based on Direct Marketing Association (DMA) definitions]

Northern Virginia 36%

Norfolk-Portsmouth-Newport News 22%

Richmond-Petersburg 21%

Roanoke-Lynchburg 14%

Tri-Cities 3%

Charlottesville 2%

Harrisonburg 2%

Other 1%

How would you best describe where you live?40.	

Urban 18%

Suburban 42%

Small Town 16%

Rural 23%

Don’t Know/Refused 1%

Which of the following age categories do you fall in? 41.	

18 – 25 7%

26 – 35 26%

36 – 45 19%

46 – 55 23%

56 – 65 13%

Over 65 12%

Don’t Know/Refused 1%

Are you: 42.	

African American 17%

Asian 2%

Hispanic 2%

Native American 2%

White 75%

Other 1%

Don’t Know/Refused 2%
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What is your religion, if any?43.	

Catholic 18%

Jewish 1%

Muslim 1%

Baptist 33%

Lutheran 2%

Methodist 9%

Presbyterian 5%

Other Protestant 7%

Other Religion 7%

None 13%

Don’t Know/Refused 4%

Would you tell me into which of the following categories your total family income falls?44.	

Under $25,000 8%

$25,000-$49,999 20%

$50,000 - $74,999 24%

$75,000 - $124,999 21%

$125,000 - $200,000 8%

Over $200,000 4%

Don’t Know/Refused 17%

Are you or anyone in your family a union (teacher or labor) member?45.	

Yes 11%

No 88%

Don’t Know/Refused 1%

Are you: 46.	

Male 45%

Female 55%

Don’t Know/Refused -
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